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INTRODUCTION
In Egypt, no work was done on the family Meloidae, except the work of Alfieri (1976) , who monographed the Coleoptera of Egypt, including family Meloidae. He presented a list of meloids of 145 species belonging to 20 genera, with notes on distribution and host plants of some species, he divided the family into 2 subfamilies (Lyttinae and Nemognathinae). Subfamily Nemognathini was covered by Abd ElDayem (1995) , under the name (Horiinae and zonitini), and the former included 124 species belonging to14 genera within 3 tribes (Lyttini, Mylabrini and Meloini), the first tribe represented by 10 species belonging to 4 genera which are (Cabalia Muls., Cylindrothorax Escher., Epicauta Redt. and Lyttonyx Mars.) . The second tribe represented by 105 species belonging to 9 genera which are (Cerocoma Geoffr., Ceroctis Mars., Coryna Billb., Decapotoma Voigts, Diaphorocera Heyd., Lydoceras Mars., Lydus Latr., Oenas Latr, and Mylabris F.). The third tribe represented by 9 species belonging to 1 genus which is (Meloe L.), which covered by El-Gharbawy (2006) . He revised 7 species from nine species of this genus under subfamily Meloinae and tribe Meloini regarded as taxonomic status of Alfieri (1976) .
The present work started by examining old and recent available literature about the so-called blister beetles or family Meloidae in general. Simultaneously with this step, the main Egyptian reference insect collections were examined for materials regarded as meloid beetles.
MATERIAL AND METHODS
The present taxonomic work started by examination of the Egyptian Reference Insect Collections for materials regarded as meloids beetles. These collections are: Collection of Ministry of Agriculture, Plant Protection Research Institute (MAC); Collection of Egyptian Entomological Society (EESC); Collection of Faculty of Science, Cairo University (CUC), Alfieri Collection, Faculty of Agriculture, AlAzhar University (ALC) and Collection of Faculty of Science, Ain Shams University (ASUC). A field survey of meloids beetles was under taken over a great area of the Egyptian territories and covered the main geographical zones.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Key to some tribes, genera and species of subfamily Meloinae: 1-Fore femora with apical half of ventral surface (that opposing tibia) slightly excavated, excavation with a patch of appressed, transversely directed silky pubescence (Pl. I, fig. 1 ). Mandibles shorter, not pointed at apex, lateral margins appearing distinctly curved in frontal view, apical half not reclinate. Labrum longer, extending beyond basal half of mandibles. Aedeagus with one or two dorsal hooks; endo-phallus well sclerotized and also hooked……Epicautini ...…2 -Fore femora without a ventroapical excavation and lacking a patch of transversely directed pubescence (Pl. I, fig. 2 fig. 3 ) ……………………………………………….…….12 10-Last segment of maxillary palpi distinctly narrowed apically (Pl. IV, fig. 27 ).
Male head strongly impressed behind eye. Antennal segments 4 th -10 th transverse and symmetrical (Pl. IV, fig. 28 ); antennae short, usually not attaining base of pronotum. Claws with relatively short teeth (Pl. III, fig. 24 ). Middle tarsi with segment I always enlarged in male (Pl. IV, fig. 29 fig. 34 ).
Antennal segments 4 th -10 th as wide or wider than long with acentric sockets (segments appearing at least slightly asymmetrical); 3 rd segment usually noticeably longer than 4 th (Pl. IV, fig. 32 Fig. 37) .
………………………………………...….Alosimus syriacus syriacus (Linnaeus) -Head without a fine central groove, elytra broad and short (Pl. V, fig 38) 
